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Exhibit highlights Century Farms

Even before statehood in 1796,
families had settled in what be-
came Tennessee and began their
own farms. Farming has thrived for
over 200 years and still remains one
of the stateis major industries.

In honor of farming and the
families that have carried on this
rich tradition, the Tennessee De-
partment of Agriculture started the
Century Farms Program in 1975.
Ten years later, the Center for His-
toric Preservation at Middle Ten-
nessee State University took over
the program.

First and foremost, the program
recognizes farms that have been in
the same family for 100 years or
more. Secondly, it studies the his-
tory and culture of farming in the
state.

In 1985, the programis efforts led
to the publication of the book, Ten-
nessee Agriculture: A Century Farms
Perspective.

Since the programis inception

Part of the exhibit featured the Thompson-O

nearly 1,000 farms have been ac-
cepted into the program, the oldest
being the Masengill Farm in Sulli-
van County which was founded in
1775, or 21 years before Tennessee
became a state.

Henry County alone has 16
farms registered as Century Farms,
with the oldest dating back to 1834.
In honor of these 16 familiesi ac-
complishment last fall the Paris
Henry County Heritage Center
hosted the Century Farms Exhibit.

Families from all over the county
were excited at the opportunity to
share a piece of their family history
with the community. Among the
items on display were a mule collar
made from corn husks, an antique
cotton planter, and a tin-type pho-
tograph from the 18006s.

The Heritage Center would like
to thank all the families that partici-
pated in making this exhibit such a
success.

However, these 16 farms that
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verton farm, dating from 1841.

were honored by this exhibit are
likely not the only farms in the
county that have been in the same
family for over 100 years.

Perhaps your farm belongs in
the Century Farm Program. If you
would like to nominate your family
farm you only need to answer four
questions:

A Has the farm been in your
family continuously for at least 100
years?

A Does the farm have at least 10
acres of the original foundersi land?

A Does the farm produce at least
$1,000 in income annually?

AIs at least one owner a resident
of Tennessee?

If your farm meets all of
these requirements that you
can request an application by
contacting the Director, Tennes-
see Century Farms Program,
Center for Historic Preservation,
MTSU, Box 80, Murfreesboro, TN
31732.
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Samuel and Gale Tharpe, left, talked with visitors at the opening of the 6Breaking Fencesi exhibit.

(Breaking Fences: African American Firsts
INn Henry Countyo exhibit formally opens

On Saturday, February 17, some 45 guests attending
the Heritage Centerds formal opening of 0Breaking
Fences: African American Firsts in Henry County.6

Ms. Barbara Gray, the opening speaker, told of her
experiences as a young girl going to Grove High School
during the prst years of integration.

A Century Farm, the Sweattso, dates from 1853.

Following her speech, guests heard a hymn by Birdis
Creek Missionary Baptist Church.

Among the honorees were Sam Tharpe, the cityis prst
African American vice mayor and the prst public school
principal since integration. His wife, Gale, became the
brst African American Fairest of the Fair in 1975.

Governement ofpcials such as Jean Palmer, the prst
African American county commissioner, and Billy
Byars, the prst city commmissioner, were also honored.

There was also memorabilia from the life of Jimmie
Rowe, the prst African American police ofpcer in Paris.
Birdis Creek Missionary Baptist Church loaned an 87
year old ledger to demonstrate the rich history of a con-
gregation that has existed since 1841.

In conjunction with the exhibit the Heritage Center
showed movies at W.G. Rhea Library every Monday
night in February, including Partners of the Heart, Black
Diamonds/Blues City: Stories of the Memphis Red Sox,
Dawnis Early Light, and Hoxie: the First Stand.

On the pnal day of our exhibit, May 5, the center
plans a sack lunch and lecture series at 12 noon with Mr.
Kenneth Humphreys as guest speaker. Bring your lunch
and enjoy drinks and dessert provided by the Heritage
Center.

As always, the public is invited.






